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dangers that lay on the route, but he did not listen to any of
them. A fakir had forewarned him about the evil intentions of
Bir Singh Deo, leader of the Bundhelas, who revelled in loot
and plunder. It is useless to lament. When Fate droops its wings
from heaven, the most able men have become deaf and dumb.
The general massacre stopped after the Sheikh's head and trunk
were carried away. The Rajputs, thereafter, scampered away in
different directions. It seemed their assigned task had been
completed. Loyalty and learning went out mourning when life
departed from the body of Abul Fazl.
Asad Beg does not mention that Bir Singh's perfidy was inspired
and paid for by Salim. The latter looked upon Abul Fazl as his
biggest foe, and he feared that on reaching Agra the Sheikh would
lend moral support to his father's plan of dislodging him from
Allahabad. In his autobiography, Salim confesses having hired Bir
Singh for the murder. On ascending the throne, Salim more than
compensated the Bundhela chief for the service he rendered him.
Salim regarded the Sheikh as a sly opportunist, disloyal both to
God and the Emperor. Many years earlier in Lahore he discovered
that a team of caiigraphists was engaged by Abul Fazl to make
copies of the commentary of the Quran written by his father, Sheikh
Mubarak. The Prince was convinced that Abui Fazl was at heart
an orthodox -Sunni Muslim, and that his alignment with the re-
formist movement launched by Akbar was only a means to gain
favour at the court. In Salim's estimation Abul Fazl was an evil
genius who led the Emperor to the path of apostasy, and thus
sowed seeds of disruption arid revolt in the kingdom.
This distrust was, perhaps, a corollary of Salim's growing hostility
to his father. Loyalty to Akbar, in his reckoning, was a sin un-
pardonable, an impiety that called for stern action. Raja Man
Singh also evoked Salim's antipathy. All those who seemed to
prop up his seemingly indestructible father on the throne were
apparently traitors to the rebellion which Salim had spawned. In
Abul Fazl's death, Salim saw the removal of the biggest hurdle in
his way. Sordid ambition could not have manifested itself in a
more crude manner. Salim's fixities were perhaps made more fixed
by his drunkenness.
No cine had the courage to break the news of Abul Fad's death
to the Efliperor, According to an old ciistpm observed by Timurids,